The first session reviewed the prevalence of increased blood lead levels (>40 /Lg/100 ml) in young children and the clinical evidence for possible central nervous system effects of small increases in blood lead levels. The second debated the environmental sources, and the routes of transport and absorption of lead responsible for the increases in blood lead levels. The last two sessions presented experimental studies regarding the partitioning and metabolism of lead, factors affecting susceptibility to lead toxicity, and, in particular, central nervous system effects.
As can be seen from the titles and content of the papers presented, a number of scientific disciplines and backgrounds were represented. The conference appeared to be helpful in defining the direction and types of studies required for further understanding of this problem.
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